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FISHERIES — INDEPENDENT SUSTAINABILITY CERTIFICATION 
Statement by Minister for Fisheries  

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Fisheries) [2.04 pm]: In March this year I 
informed the house about the state government’s $14.5 million commitment to seek independent sustainability 
certification for the state’s 47 commercial fisheries. Yesterday, I announced that the government has chosen the 
internationally recognised Marine Stewardship Council as the organisation to conduct the assessment of our 
fisheries to enable them to secure independent sustainability accreditation. I was pleased to be joined by the 
MSC’s chief executive officer, Mr Rupert Howes, who travelled from London to be present for this historic 
moment in the management of Western Australia’s commercial fisheries. The decision to engage MSC is fully 
supported by the state’s peak body representing the commercial fishing industry, the Western Australian Fishing 
Industry Council. The $14.5 million will cover the certification application fees for each commercial fishery and 
assist in undertaking the assessment processes, as well as the cost of the initial annual audit. Western Australia’s 
commercial fisheries will join the 179 fisheries that have already been certified by the MSC worldwide. 

The importance of sourcing sustainable seafood is growing in momentum. Leading seafood retailers from around 
the world are making decisions to source only seafood that has been independently certified as being sustainable. 
Our own Coles and Woolworths are included in this group. With this in mind, the involvement of the fishing, 
processing, retail and wholesale sectors will be important for the success of the certification program. A 
certification advisory panel will be established by the Department of Fisheries to oversee the implementation of 
the program. This group will consist of representatives from the Department of Fisheries, WAFIC, Recfishwest 
and the MSC. In addition, a certification stakeholders forum will be established by WAFIC to ensure that 
relevant external parties have an opportunity to participate in the certification process. I expect that Western 
Australian seafood wholesalers and retailers will embrace this important initiative. 

The certification process will complement the existing ecosystem-based fisheries management processes and 
confirm what we have known for a long time—namely, that Western Australian fisheries are sustainable and 
among the best managed in the world. 
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